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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Theories sociologiques de Masaryk. — Society is not an organism, but an 
organization of organizations. The starting-point is positivism, but not that of 
Comte. A philosophy immediately connected with practical life forms a basis 
for sociology. The moral is the love of one's neighbor, which love is conscious 
of itself and realizes itself through a good action. This moving principle of love 
must be positive, energetic, devoid of hate and sentimentality. That type of 
religion which is explained by reason, not "religious alcoholism," and which 
realizes itself in charitable action is the remedy for "la maladie du siecle," i.e., 
for pessimism and discontentment. — A. Blaha, Revue Internationale de sociologie, 
Mai, 1 910. E. S. B. 

Problems Connected with the Administration of Justice. — The true function 
of the courts is in the exercise of the proper restraints upon radical and unwhole- 
some tendencies. The jurist should have sympathy with any movement that has 
for its purpose the upbuilding of his fellow-man. A great problem consists 
in creating respect for law. We must make its restraints felt by the most 
powerful individual or corporation as well as by the humblest citizen. — J. P. 
Elkins, Annals American Academy, July, 1910. E. S. B. 

The Jewish Community. — What is the explanation of the survival of the 
racial and national traits of a people buffeted about and broken up into 
countless fragments through endless wanderings and through cycles of perse- 
cution ? Two forces may be mentioned in reply : ( 1 ) internal, the attachment 
to a religion whose innumerable prescriptions controlled the daily life and 
necessitated close congregation: (2) external, the oppression which compelled 
the Jews to live in isolated communities in the land of dispersion. — I. Cohen, 
Sociological Review, July, 1910. E. S. B. 

Is Punishment a Crime ? — Punishment is moral surgery. It should be used 
as a surgeon uses his knife. Punishments that degrade are unjust, they are 
mere acts of brutal vengeance, they do not purify the offender, they befoul 
him. The painless extinction of those who never should have been born is 
one thing, the legalized atrocity which goes by the name of capital punishment 
is another and absolutely indefensible. — C. J. Whitby, Hibbert Journal, July, 1910. 

E. S. B. 

The Future of the Human Race. — The rational method of social reform 
consists, not in the destruction, but in the prevention of the unfit. Recent 
studies of the phenomena of variation and heredity indicate that even in the 
case of the human race, it is possible to get rid of many undesirable quali- 
ties, to combine others which are desirable and to maintain indefinitely that 
which has been once secured, that is to say, it is possible to have a race of 
people, none of whom have a hereditary taint, all of whom have a certain 
hereditary quality. The ideal is old; but what is new is the practical knowledge 
of how this may be brought about. — T. D. A. Cockerell, Popular Science Monthly, 
July, 19 10. E. S. B. 

Reformation of Women — Modern Methods of Dealing with Offenders. — The 

two classes of offenders are : ( 1 ) those who are weak because of some congenital 
defect, (2) those who have failed through lack of training — for whom environ- 
ment is responsible. But three states in the union are fulfilling their obligations 
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toward these women. Two points are fundamental in establishing reformatories 
for women: (1) location in the country, (2) building on the cottage plan. Also, 
there is necessary a classification and separation of offenders, and a proper parole 
system with a truly indeterminate sentence. — Katherine Davis, Annals American 
Academy, July, 1910. E. S. B. 

Liberty — Equality — Fraternity. — The weakness of socialism lies in the 
remoteness of its program as a whole from anything that is possible, its tendency 
to rely upon machinery and to lend indiscriminate support to anything that bears 
the slightest resemblance to its ideal. The chief hope of social progress rests 
rather upon the spread of knowledge of the conditions and ideals of different 
classes — upon social education. Here sociology finds its place and presses upon 
the conservative the question whether he has been converted to the defects of 
our civilization and asks the socialist if he distinguishes between liberty as the 
power to do what we like and liberty as the power of carrying out purposes 
that in some degree reflect the fullness of human life. Further, sociology must 
show a mode of living and a way of commanding material circumstances in the 
interest of an enlarging conception of life. — J. B. Muirhead, Sociological Review, 
July, 1910. E. S. B. 

What the Working-Men Want. — Much of socialism is only democracy get- 
ting its second wind. Our skilled workmen are dependent upon access to 
machinery capitalistically owned. But industrial dependence and political inde- 
pendence cannot live together. We are losers when we permit any class to 
lack freedom through industrial helplessness and only completely gainers when 
all classes work together for the spread of material benefits and the highest 
social betterment. — P. S. Grant, North American Review, August, 1910. 

E. S. B. 

La justice et le crime. — Criminals are considered heroes and their advo- 
cates share the glory. A preliminary examination is given by the judge of 
instruction. The president of the court of assises has no longer the right 
to sum up the evidence, but may still interrogate the prisoner. French judges, 
though poorly paid, are incorruptible, but subject to political influence. 

The advocate-general is the public prosecutor. The accused are interro- 
gated and then the witnesses are called. The accused should say little and 
cry much. The decision is largely influenced by the final plea, which is 
emotional and allows the prisoner's advocate to display his eloquence to the 
jury. The public, especially the friends of the accused, are excitable and express 
their opinion of the verdict. The trial is like a theatrical performance. — Henri 
Robert, Revue politique et parlementaire, May, 1910. D. I. P. 

De 1'intolSrance comme phenom&ne social. — In periods of dogmatic belief 
there is intolerance, in periods of doubt there is tolerance. Intolerance often 
represents interest at base, but interest must be supplemented by belief. Pity does 
not prevent intolerance, but prevents the last excesses of it. Tolerance is pref- 
erable as a psychological state, but a certain amount of intolerance is necessary 
as a sociological force. If a governing body is tolerant, this is taken as a sign 
of weakness and the opposition combines against it and overthrows it. There 
has been political, religious, economic, social, and race intolerance, the intoler- 
ance of man to woman and of parents to children. Intolerance causes the 
father to prescribe occupations for the son, and the mother to select his wife. — 
Rasoul de la Grasserie, Revue Internationale de sociologie, February, 1910. 

D. I. P. 

Der gegenwartige Stand der Alkoholfrage. — The International Anti-Alcohol 
Congresses of the past twenty-five years have witnessed a victory of Anglo- 
Saxon abstinence over continental moderation and the transition from a crusade 
for the rescuing of the individual drunkard to a scientific and social campaign 
against alcohol in its most widespread and complex relations. The trend of 
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recent inquiry is to the position that alcohol is, on the whole, a poison, prejudicial 
to life, socially injurious, and that it predisposes the individual, and weakens his 
resistance, to tuberculosis. Industrially, the liquor traffic (i) injures the labor 
market because of the relative low returns to labor in proportion to the high 
profits of capital; (2) is the foremost cause of poverty and crime; (3) disorgan- 
izes so many other industries; (4) injures the physical and mental elasticity of 
the workmen, and heavily burdens the household budget. National economy, 
industrial efficiency, and social welfare necessitate state action in this field. 
— Dr. A. Elster, Jahrbucher fur Nationalokonomie und Statistik, April, 19 10. 

E. W. B. 

L'AnnSe sociologique has inaugurated a new policy of publication. Begin- 
ning with the present (XI) volume, it will appear once every three years only, 
and the original studies formerly published along with the reviews will be pub- 
lished separately under the title of Collection des travaux de I'annSe sociolo- 
gique. A number of these separate studies have already appeared. 

The Journal of Race Development is the title of a new quarterly publi- 
cation started in July at Clark University. The editors are Dr. George H. 
Blakeslee and President G. Stanley Hall. Its contributing editors are David P. 
Barrows, Franz Boas, William L. Chamberlain, William Curtis Farabee, A. F. 
Griffiths, Frank H. Hankins, J. W. Jenks, George Heber Jones, George Trumbull 
Ladd, Payson J. Treat, and Frederick W. Williams. Its purpose is to serve 
"as a forum for the discussion of the problems which relate to the progress of 
races and states generally considered backward in their standards of civilization." 

The Bulletin of the Department of Labor for the State of New York for 
June contains much valuable material on present labor conditions, as well as 
court decisions, notes on labor laws, texts of labor laws, etc. 

The Moral Education League (6, York Buildings, Adelphi, London, W.C.) 
is sending out a detailed syllabus of moral and civic instruction and a good 
working bibliography in connection with its Quarterly. The League states as 
its object: "To urge the introduction of systematic Moral and Civic Instruc- 
tion into all schools, and to make the formation of character the chief aim in 
education." Professor J. S. Mackenzie is president of the league, and the long 
list of vice-presidents contains such names as Lord Avebury, C. Lloyd Morgan, 
J. H. Muirhead, etc. 
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